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P­ÆX³ºÉ  ´ J °­Ӄ  NJӃ N|­ NXŶ º|X³X  ´ «­ ³XJ´­« °X­°ӃX ´|­ÄӃT Ӄ ÆX  « °­ÆX³ºÉ  « J ÇXJӃº|É N­Ä«º³É Ӄ ¦X
$J«JTJ ­³  « 5J« º­MJŸ Make Poverty History Manitoba (MPHM) is committed to changing public policy 

to achieve a province without poverty. MPHM takes a holistic and comprehensive approach to poverty 

But this in itself does not take account of the myriad of social, cultural and political aspects of 

Poverty is not only a deprivation of economic or material resources but a 

violation of human dignity.

people sheltering in public spaces, and the poisoned drug supply has meant higher overdoses and increased 

hospitalizations. 

OÆX³ ǎǍǍŵǍǍǍ 5J« º­MJ«´ J³X º³J°°XT  « °­ÆX³ºÉŸ 5J« º­MJ ´ºJ«T´ ­« .«T zX«­Ä´ ӃJ«Tŵ MÄº ÇX ¦«­Ç
º|Jº * ³´º 6J ­«´ŵ 5ⱴ ´ J«T .«Ä º °X­°ӃX XÈ°X³ X«NX ´­ªX ­Z º|X TXX°X´º °­ÆX³ºÉ  « $J«JTJŸ

prevents access to Employment and Income Assistance, which is already horribly below the government’s 

homelessness with little support not only to survive but to access literacy, education, training and decent 

Manitoba’s towns and cities. 

A|X ´ ºÄJ ­« Ç ӃӃ ­«ӃÉ Ç­³´X« Ä«ӃX´´ z­ÆX³«ªX«º´ Ç­³¦  « ªXJ« «zZÄӃ °J³º«X³´| °´ Ç º| °X­°ӃX
Ç º| Ӄ ÆXT XÈ°X³ X«NX´ ­Z °­ÆX³ºÉŵ J«T º|X .«T zX«­Ä´ J«T N­ªªÄ« ºÉƈMJ´XT ­³zJ« ÊJ ­«´ Ç|­
´X³ÆX º|XªŸ

T|X °³­Æ «N JӃ z­ÆX³«ªX«º |J´ ¤Ä³ ´T N ­«JӃ ³X´°­«´ M Ӄ ºÉ Z­³ ¦XÉ °­Ӄ NÉ J³XJ´ º­ JTT³X´´ °­ÆX³ºÉŷ
´­N JӃ J´´ ´ºJ«NXŵ XTÄNJ ­« J«T N| ӃTNJ³Xŵ |XJӃº|ŵ |­Ä´ «zŵ ¤Ä´ NX J«T N­ªªÄ« ºÉ ´Ä°°­³ºŸ The 

Introduction

Make Poverty History Manitoba;³­Æ «N JӃ (ӃXN ­« ǏǍǏǐ $JӃӃ´ º­  N ­« 3



Manitoba Poverty Reduction Strategy and Social Inclusion Act legislates the government to create and 

report on a provincial poverty reduction strategy. Manitoba must act to eliminate poverty in the province. 

most wealthy individuals and corporations doing business in Manitoba.

- but the most vulnerable are being pushed aside altogether.

MJ« º­MJ  ´ Ӄ­NJºXT  « º|X |­ªXӃJ«T ­Z º|X  « ´| «JMXŵ $³XXŵ 8¤ ƈ$³XXŵ &X«Xŵ &J¦­ºJ J«T .««Ä
°X­°ӃX´ J«T º|X `³´º `ÆX º³XJ X´  « $J«JTJŸ 5J« º­MJ  ´ JӃ´­ Ӄ­NJºXT  « º|X |­ªXӃJ«T ­Z º|X >XT

> ÆX³ 5ⱴ ´Ÿ
Inuit peoples amongst those in poverty - the Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC) Calls to Action and 

the Murdered and Missing Indigenous Women and Girls (MMIWG) Calls to Justice. 

The TRC Calls to Action, and the MMIWG Calls to Justice take comprehensive approaches to addressing 

health, addictions and healing supports and more. Any poverty reduction strategy in Manitoba must have 

reconciliation at its core. 

ATT³X´´ «z °­ÆX³ºÉ ªÄ´º  «NӃÄTX N­«´ TX³J ­«´ ­Z ³JNX J«T ­Z zX«TX³Ÿ
Gender-based analysis and an intersectional lens are critically important to poverty reduction 

HXJӃº| NJ³X  ´ º|X ӃXJT «z N³ ´ ´  « 5J« º­MJŸ ;­ÆX³ºÉ  ´ J ?­N JӃ &XºX³ª «J«º ­Z ,XJӃº|Ÿ

in the reason why some Manitobans are living shorter, less healthy lives than others. Spending on poverty 

around will take time; a long-term approach and dedication is needed.  
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T|X &XªJ«T´ Z­³  N ­« TXºJ ӃXT |X³X ÇX³X TXÆXӃ­°XT MÉ º|X Æ­ӃÄ«ºXX³´ Jº 5J¦X ;­ÆX³ºÉ , ´º­³É
5J« º­MJŵ a multi-sectoral collaborative coalition representing Indigenous, newcomer, labour, women’s, 

LGBTTQ*, disability, urban, rural, northern, business, education, student and youth communities. We are 

and those living in poverty.

In developing the provincial election campaign, MPHM held two consultations, one online in January 2023 

 4. Represent issues with emerging community consensus

organizations and reviewed by the MPHM provincial committee. A motion to approve was passed at the 

MPHM AGM in March 2023. 
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1. Act on the TRC and MMIWG Calls to Action and Justice
1.1 The Manitoba government must develop and implement a comprehensive implementation plan, in 

Action and MMIWG Calls to Justice with a priority on ending poverty among Indigenous peoples 
in Manitoba. 

1.2 The Manitoba government should legally adopt UNDRIP. 

1.3 The Manitoba government should not enact policies, programs or other actions that go against the 
TRC and MMIWG Calls and  UNDRIP. 

2. Implement Provincial Poverty Reduction Legislation

Indigenous simultaneous translation and proper accessibility measures like ASL.

4. Advance inclusive, equitable, decent employment 
4.1 Make the minimum wage a living wage in Manitoba based on the living wage methodology 

4.2 Including living wages in Manitoba contracted and subcontracted services, include a legally 

4.3 The provincial government update the Employment Standards Code to ensure all workers have 10 

MPHM Demands for Action: Summary
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key outcome, through a provincial Social Enterprise Strategy

5. Implement a Comprehensive Housing Strategy
5.1 The province should act to end homelessness and core housing need through a comprehensive 

social housing with access to comprehensive supports, supporting private market renters, and 
creating training and job opportunities through social housing.

6. Support Education, Early Learning, and Childcare 
6.1 School Nutrition

6.2.1 Manitoba act immediately on the Manitoba Child Care Association (MCCA) Roadmap to a 
High-Quality Early Learning and Child Care System in Manitoba. 

we spend on prisons and prisoners. To double the annual budget would cost an additional 
$20 million. 

improve literacy and education levels. 

childcare program, and so should locate childcare centres to meet this need.

6.4 Post secondary education

student grants. 
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poverty line. 

loans and bursaries.

and second-chance learner student body in Manitoba. 

7. Increase Funding for Mental Health Care Services

7.2 Advance mental health through the Community Health Centre model in vulnerable communities. 
Approach mental health services with a harm reduction lens.

8. Increase Support for Restorative Justice Programs

community-based restorative justice programs.

9. Support Children in Care and Youth Aging Out of Care

providing assistance with education, training, income support, employment and system 
navigation.

10. Invest in Equitable Public Transportation 

transportation development in the province.

transportation. 
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1. Act on the TRC and MMIWG  
Calls to Action and Justice

Manitoba must act on the Truth and 
>XN­«N Ӂ J♫­« $JӁӁ´ º­  N♫­« J«T 5Ä³TX³XT
and Missing Women and Indigenous Women 
J«T + ³Ӂ´ J«T AÇ­Ɔ?° ³ ºXTǯ $JӁӁ´ º­ 0Ä´♫NXŶ

I« 5J« º­MJŵ ǏǓ °X³NX«º ­Z .«T zX«­Ä´ °X­°ӃX Ӄ ÆX  «
°­ÆX³ºÉŸ As stated in the TRC’s report

seen by Aboriginal adults are much greater than their non-

Aboriginal counterparts. 

three times higher than the Canadian average. The income 

disparity between Indigenous and non-Indigenous people is 

governments to meet its human rights obligations and 

generations. 

The Manitoba government has a legislated responsibility to 

Path 

to Reconciliation Act was passed unanimously in 2016. It 

Calls to Action. In 2022, it was amended to include MMIWG 

Calls to Justice. 

Demands for Action

1.1  The Manitoba gov-
ernment must devel-

op and implement a compre-
hensive implementation plan, 

Inuit communities to act on 
the TRC Calls to Action and 
MMIWG Calls to Justice with 
a priority on ending poverty 
among Indigenous peoples in 
Manitoba. 

1.2  The Manitoba 
government should 

legally adopt UNDRIP. 

1.3 The Manitoba gov-
ernment should not 

enact policies, programs or 
other actions that go against 
the TRC and MMIWG Calls 
and  UNDRIP. 

Make Poverty History Manitoba;³­Æ «N JӃ (ӃXN ­« ǏǍǏǐ $JӃӃ´ º­  N ­« 9

chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https://ehprnh2mwo3.exactdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Executive_Summary_English_Web.pdf
https://web2.gov.mb.ca/bills/40-5/b018e.php#:~:text=The%20Path%20to%20Reconciliation%20Act&text=%22Reconciliation%22%20refers%20to%20the%20ongoing,more%20equitable%20and%20inclusive%20society.
https://web2.gov.mb.ca/bills/40-5/b018e.php#:~:text=The%20Path%20to%20Reconciliation%20Act&text=%22Reconciliation%22%20refers%20to%20the%20ongoing,more%20equitable%20and%20inclusive%20society.
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https://www.mmiwg-ffada.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/Calls_for_Justice.pdf


T

and health care

women, girls and 2SLGBTQQIA when developing budgets and determining government activities 

and priorities

apprehension

the latest 

as BC has done

this analysis 

by Shauna Mackinnon.

Aits Commitments under the Pathway to Reconciliation Act (see Manitoba’s Implementation of The 

Path to Reconciliation Act

said the Auditor General

departments. 
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2. Implement Provincial Poverty 
Reduction Legislation

Manitoba must establish a bold target and 
♫ªXӁ «X Ç º| « J N­ª°³X|X«´ ÆX °­ÆX³ºÉ

³XTÄN♫­« ´º³JºXzÉ º­ X«T °­ÆX³ºÉ J«T ´­N JӁ
XÈNӁÄ´ ­«  « 5J« º­MJŶ

I« ǏǍǍǔŵ 5J¦X ;­ÆX³ºÉ , ´º­³É 5J« º­MJ ³XӃXJ´XT The View 
*³­ª ,X³XḾ 5J« º­MJ $JӁӁ´ Z­³ J ;­ÆX³ºÉ >XTÄN♫­« ;ӁJ«Ÿ

years later, the community came together to give input into an 

The View from Here 2015: Manitobans Call for a Renewed Poverty 

Reduction Strategy was published and endorsed by over 100 

community groups. This widely supported document included 

recommendations as well as timelines and targets. 

A´ J ³X´ÄӃº ­Z º| ´ N­ªªÄ« ºÉ JTÆ­NJNÉŵ 5J« º­MJ
 ª°ӃXªX«ºXT  º´ `³´º °­ÆX³ºÉ ³XTÄN ­« °ӃJ«  « ǏǍǍǔŸ In 

2011, it enacted the Poverty Reduction Strategy Act, legislating 

the government to create and report on a provincial poverty 

Included in its 62 recommendations was a call to implement all 

recommendations outlined in The View From Here, recognizing 

According to the Poverty Reduction Strategy Act, a review 

Demands for Action

2.2 Manitoba immedi-
ately establishes a bold target 
and timeline within a com-
prehensive poverty reduction 
strategy to end poverty and 

-
ba. 

2.3 The province 
ensures account-

ability and transparency 
in implementing the plan, 

representation, including one 

Poverty History Manitoba 
and annual reporting back to 
the community. Any consul-

including Indigenous simulta-
neous translation and proper 
accessibility measures like 
ASL.
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an updated strategy based on community priorities as outlined in The View from Here

The View From Here within Manitoba’s new strategy, Pathways to a Better Future. 

T

Manitoba’s strategy, the provincial government committed to reducing the child poverty rate by 25 percent 

Poverty rates also declined in 2020 - 2022 due to CERB, however, they are trending upwards again as 
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3. Transform EIA into a 

Manitoba must º³J«´Z­³ª (ª°Ӂ­ÉªX«º J«T
.«N­ªX  ´´ ´ºJ«NX  «º­ J MJ´ N «XXT´ MX«X`º
Ç º| « ǌӃ ª­«º|´Ŵ J´ °J³º ­Z J N­ª°³X|X«´ ÆX

°­ÆX³ºÉ ³XTÄN♫­« °ӁJ«Ŷ

MJ¦X ;­ÆX³ºÉ , ´º­³É 5J« º­MJ J«T #J´ N .«N­ªX
5J« º­MJ J³X JTÆ­NJ «z Z­³ ³X°ӃJN «z º|X MJ´ N «XXT´

°­³ ­« ­Z (. Ç º| J «XÇ #J´ N 6XXT´ #X«X`º Ǝ#6#Ə that 

currently receiving EIA as well as low-income households not 

T|X 2#6#  ´ J `«J«N JӃ MX«X`º º|Jº °³­Æ TX´ ´ÄiN X«º
³X´­Ä³NX´ º­ JӃӃ­Ç JӃӃ |­Ä´X|­ӃT´  « 5J« º­MJ º­ ªXXº

º|X ³ MJ´ N «XXT´ J«T ³X°ӃJNX´ º|X MJ´ N «XXT´ MÄTzXº ­Z º|­´X
­« J´´ ´ºJ«NXŸ

poverty line. This was developed with Basic Income Manitoba in 

Tand disincentives to seeking paid work or employment. 

Anyone, working or not, should have the resources to live 

decently. But everyone should also be able to choose to work to 

Demands for Action

3.1 -

Employment and Income 
Assistance into a livable 

-
hensive poverty reduction 
plan. As a province with high 

-
erty, Manitoba should pro-
vide leadership at the Council 

ensure Manitobans and all 

above the poverty line. 
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3.2 is being developed 
and implemented, the Prov-

to help people surviving on 

ǐŸǏŸǎ Reduce intake times - 

ǐŸǏŸǏ Reduce caseload sizes 

participants each EIA 
caseworker is assigned 
at one time

ǐŸǏŸǐ Increase community-
based service delivery

ǐŸǏŸǑ Collaborate with 
EIA participants and 
community-based EIA 
advocates to align policy 

Human Rights-based 
approach to income 
security so that no one 
is denied support. 

ǐŸǏŸǒ Implement mandatory 

who work directly with 
program participants 
on anti-oppression, 

and harm reduction 

ǐŸǏŸӄ Provide all EIA 
participants with a 

T
provincial programs such as Rent Assist and Canada Child 

The LBNB would be income tested and decline in value as other 

income sources rise at 30 percent. 
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4. Advance inclusive, equitable, 
decent employment
5J« º­MJ«´ ªÄ´º ³XNX ÆX J Ӂ Æ «z ÇJzX J«T ǌǋ

°J T ´ N¦ TJÉ´ °X³ ÉXJ³Ŷ

Eª°Ӄ­ÉªX«ºŵ ­³ °X«´ ­«´ TX³ ÆXT Z³­ª J Ӄ ZX ­Z Xª°Ӄ­ÉªX«ºŵ
 ´ º|X ӃJ³zX´º ´­Ä³NX ­Z  «N­ªX Z­³ º|X ÆJ´º ªJ¤­³ ºÉ ­Z

5J« º­MJ ZJª Ӄ X´Ÿ However, employment is only a sustainable 

global supply chain uncertainty, many working Manitobans are 

 

I«N³XªX«ºJӃ  «N³XJ´X´ º­ ª « ªÄª ÇJzX |JÆX «­º ´ÄM´ºJ« JӃӃÉ
³XTÄNXT °­ÆX³ºÉ  « 5J« º­MJŸ The provincial government has 

 

T|X 5J« º­MJ ª « ªÄª ÇJzX  ´ ƨǎǑŸǒǍ °X³ |­Ä³ J«T Ç ӃӃ
³ ´X º­ ƨǎǒŸǐǍ ­« 8Nº­MX³ ǎŵ ǏǍǏǐŸ The current minimum 

wage barely reaches the poverty line. A single parent with two 

Demands for Action

4.1Make the minimum 
wage a living wage 

in Manitoba by adopting the 
living wage methodology 
developed by the Canadian 

-
tives and

4.2Including living 
wages in Manitoba 

contracted and subcontract-
ed services, include a legally 

contracted service workers, 

subcontracted companies, 

Manitoba.

4.3The provincial gov-
ernment update the 

Employment Standards Code 
to ensure all workers have 10 

leave per year. 
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4.4The province support 
-

table economic development 
strategies that emphasize 

ǑŸǑŸǎ A Community 
Economic Development 

ǑŸǑŸǏ Supporting social 
enterprises, particularly 

as a key outcome, 
through a provincial 
Social Enterprise 
Strategy

ǑŸǑŸǐ

organizations and social 
enterprises who work 
alongside low-income 

barriers to employment 

ǑŸǑŸǑ Implementing Social 
Procurement and 

Agreements

wage workers are 5 times more likely to work part-time, meaning 

that many households living on minimum wage jobs will be in even 

greater poverty.

Aminimum wage, 55 percent are over age 20. Another 73,700 

Manitobans earn 10 percent above the minimum wage. This means 

that over 100,000 Manitobans, despite working, are living on or at 

poverty wages.

When lower-income workers earn more money, they have 

more spending power and can meet their basic needs. 

Earning enough to meet basic needs means lower-income workers 

Manitoba should raise the minimum wage to living wage 

policies to provide greater employment and support through social enterprises and by updating labour 
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5. Implement a Comprehensive 
Housing Strategy

Manitoba must act to end homelessness and 
N­³X |­Ä´ «z «XXT º|³­Äz| J N­ª°³X|X«´ ÆX

|­Ä´ «z ´º³JºXzÉŶ

MJ¦X ;­ÆX³ºÉ , ´º­³É 5J« º­MJ Ç­³¦´ NӃ­´XӃÉ Ç º| º|X
> z|º º­ ,­Ä´ «z $­JӃ  ­« ­Z 5J« º­MJŸ This Coalition 

is currently developing their provincial election campaign. This 

Demands for Action

5.1 The province should 
act to end homeless-

ness and core housing need 
through a comprehensive 
strategy that includes pro-

-
cial housing supply, providing 
tenants in social housing with 
access to comprehensive 
supports, supporting private 
market renters, and creating 
training and job opportunities 
through social housing.
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6. Support Education, Early 
Learning, and Childcare 

5J« º­MJ ªÄ´º  «ÆX´º  « °³­z³Jª´ º­
´Ä°°­³º º|X XTÄNJ♫­«JӁ °Ä³´Ä º´ ­Z

³X´ TX«º´ ­Z JӁӁ JzX´Ŷ

School Nutrition 

EÈ ´ «z «Äº³  ­«ƄªXJӃ °³­z³Jª´ «­Ç ­°X³J «z  « ´N|­­Ӄ´
JN³­´´ 5J« º­MJ J³X ­xX« °J³ JӃŵ ­ÆX³´ÄM´N³ MXT ­³ «­«ƈ

XÈ ´ºX«ºŸ

is unacceptable in this day and age that many Manitoba students 

A

(CNCM), the largest organization involved in school nutrition 

programs province-wide, were actively supporting healthy snacks 

and meals during the school day in 302 schools to 40,902 school-

age students. 

Demands for Action
ӄŸǎ ?N|­­Ӄ

6Äº³  ­«ŷ
ӄŸǎŸǎ

program in all Manitoba 
schools, including 

snacks.

ӄŸǏ (J³ӃÉ ӃXJ³« «z
J«T N| ӃTNJ³Xŷ

ӄŸǏŸǎ Manitoba must act 
immediately on the 
MCCA Roadmap to 
a High-Quality Early 
Learning and Child Care 
System in Manitoba. 
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Inutrition programs and reached 17,042 students daily in 

Manitoba. There are roughly 700 public schools across Manitoba. 

province, and there remains enormous unmet student need in 

many locales.

The Manitoba government released the Poverty and Education 

Early Learning and Childcare 

I« Ӄ «X Ç º| º|X 5J« º­MJ $| ӃT ;­ÆX³ºÉ ³X°­³º NJ³T ǏǍǏǐ from 
$Jª°J z« ǏǍǍǍ ³X°­³ºŵ J«T º|X >­JTªJ° º­ J , z| =ÄJӃ ºÉ

(J³ӃÉ 2XJ³« «z J«T $| ӃT $J³X ?É´ºXª  « 5J« º­MJ N³XJºXT MÉ
º|X 5J« º­MJ $| ӃT $J³X  ´´­N J ­«ŵ MPHM recommends the 

Provincial governments to ensure low-income parents and children 

A

Currently, parents who work or attend education or training 

ӄŸǐ  TÄӃº
XTÄNJ ­«ŷ

ӄŸǐŸǎ Double the annual 

Literacy and Learning, 

less  than one percent 

K-12 education, and 
less on a per capita 
basis than what we 
spend on prisons 
and prisoners. To 
double the annual 
budget would cost an 
additional $20 million. 

ӄŸǐŸǏ Ensure that the 
Manitoba EIA 
program switches 

education wherever 

support recipients to 
improve literacy and 
education levels. 

ӄŸǐŸǐ Move rapidly toward 

would combine Adult 
Learning Centres, 
Adult Literacy 
Programs, and a 
childcare centre. 

adult basic education 
have young children. 

childcare would make 

to improve their 
education. Manitoba 
is rolling out the 

childcare program, 
and so should locate 
childcare centres to 
meet this need.
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M
care spaces, according to a May 2023 report

northern communities. The province should prioritize the creation 

T

developed to support people with barriers to employment to train 

ӄŸǑ ;­´º ´XN­«TJ³É
XTÄNJ ­«

ӄŸǑŸǎ Immediately establish 

transitioning provincial 
student loans into 
provincial student 
grants. 

ӄŸǑŸǏ Increase the minimum 
annual living allowance 

poverty line. 

ӄŸǑŸǐ
status criteria as an 

Aid loans and bursaries.

ӄŸǑŸǑ Re-establish Manitoba’s 
ACCESS programs can 

growing Indigenous 
and second-chance 
learner student body in 
Manitoba.

E

While early learning and child care must be universal in approach, additional supports and processes are 

needed to address and reduce barriers to access. Children with developmental delays or disabilities are 
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Adult education 

T|X 5J« º­MJ z­ÆX³«ªX«º ³X°­³º´ º|X³X J³X ǎǔǏŵӄǍǍ 5J« º­MJ«´ MXºÇXX« º|X JzX´ ­Z ǎӄ J«T ӄǒ
Ç|­´X Ӄ ºX³JNÉ ӃXÆXӃ´ ÇX³X º­­ Ӄ­Ç º­ X«JMӃX º|Xª º­ °J³ N °JºX ZÄӃӃÉ  « ´­N XºÉŸ Adult learners who 

Ris Indigenous. Winnipeg has Canada’s largest urban Indigenous population. Indigenous youth are 

graduating high school at a lower rate than the population at large, but Indigenous adults are particularly 

T
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7. Increase Funding for Mental 
Health Care Services

Manitoba must increase funding for mental 
|XJӁº| J«T |J³ª ³XTÄN♫­« °³­z³Jª´ º­

´Ä°°­³º Ӂ­ÇƆ «N­ªX ³X´ TX«º´Ŷ

EÈJNX³MJºXT MÉ º|X $8E.&ƈǎǔ °J«TXª Nŵ ´É´ºXª N °­ÆX³ºÉ
|J´ ºJ¦X« J º­ӃӃ ­« º|X ªX«ºJӃ |XJӃº| ­Z ªJ«É 5J« º­MJ«´Ÿ

attempting to access mental health care reported receiving 

according to Statistics Canada. 

health and substance use services in 2022 reported having 

rate in the country 

even lower.

T|X X]XNº´ ­Z °­ÆX³ºÉ ­« ªX«ºJӃ |XJӃº|  « 5J« º­MJ J³X
J°°J³X«ºŸ

public mental healthcare, urban Manitobans in the lowest 

illness diagnoses than Manitobans with higher incomes, despite 

to develop schizophrenia, 2.5 times more likely to develop 

Demands for Action

7.1 mental health and 
-

mately $500 million to bring 
it to the recommended 12 

consumption.

7.2 Advance mental 
health through the 

Community Health Centre 
model in vulnerable com-
munities. Approach mental 
health services with a harm 
reduction lens.

psychotic disorders, and 3 times more likely to develop substance use disorders than their high-income 

counterparts, according to a . 

S
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neighbourhoods. These discrepancies are structural and can be addressed; Manitoba must reinvest in 

B
Canadian Alliance on Mental Illness and 

Mental Health

services, while the public mental health system on which most Manitobans depend has seen minimal 

Mprogramming. While these investments were crucial during COVID-19 lockdowns, they were most 

mental health services the least compared to those with higher income according to Statistics Canada. 

public health system. 
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8. Increase Support for Restorative 
Justice Programs

Manitoba must double the funding 
JÆJ ӁJMӁX º­ N­ªªÄ« ºÉƆMJ´XT
³X´º­³J♫ÆX ¤Ä´♫NX °³­z³Jª´Ŷ

MJ« º­MJ |J´ º|X ´XN­«Tƈ| z|X´º  «NJ³NX³J ­« ³JºX 
Jª­«z °³­Æ «NX´  « $J«JTJ Jº ǎǒǐ °X­°ӃX °X³ ǎǍǍŵǍǍǍ

N­ª°J³XT Ç º| ӄǓ °X³ ǎǍǍŵǍǍǍ «J ­«JӃӃÉ  « ǏǍǏǎƄǏǏŸ Only 

Saskatchewan’s rate is higher. Among youth, Manitoba’s 

incarceration rate is the highest among all provinces with 9.5 out 

than the national average.

MXJ«Ç| ӃXŵ 5J« º­MJ ªJ «ºJ «´ J N³ ªX ´XÆX³ ºÉ  «TXÈ 
ÇXӃӃ JM­ÆX º|X «J ­«JӃ JÆX³JzXŸ Manitoba’s crime rates 

when combined with habitual overcrowding, contributes to the 

sentences. Recidivism rates, the rates at which people are re-

Demands for Action
-

tion budget, the 

to community-based restor-
ative justice programs as the 

-
ing Manitoba’s current legal 

restorative justice values and 

should emphasize programs 

and culturally appropriate 
supports that address the 

custody, 21 percent

community corrections. The latter includes Probations Services and the Restorative Justice Centre, which 

dollars in comparison.  
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The data on who Manitoba incarcerates demonstrates the 

racism built into the system. Indigenous incarceration rates 

75 percent

in Manitoba are Indigenous, Indigenous people make up only 16 

which do track custodial admissions by ethnicity, Black and other 

over-represented among those we allow to grow up in poverty in 

another pathway to incarceration. 

P
incarceration. 

Rthe person who has harmed and on healing as much as possible to those harmed.  More importantly, 

led to the crime and can work on solutions that work. 

Rharm in community as opposed to prisons or jails.  An evidence-based and culturally appropriate 

Direct Manitoba Jus-
tice to immediately 

engage with community part-
ners to develop an action plan 
with targets and timelines to 

system that emphasizes 
incarceration and not reha-
bilitation.  This will necessi-

available to community-based 
restorative justice programs.
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9. Support Children in Care and 
Youth Aging Out of Care

Manitoba must increase the support 
JÆJ ӁJMӁX º­ N| ӁT³X«  « NJ³X J«T É­Äº| Jz «z

­Äº ­Z NJ³X º­ M³XJ¦ NÉNӁX´ ­Z °­ÆX³ºÉŶ

M

9,700 missing 

children in Manitoba in 2016

supports places children undermine access to education, job 

opportunities and social inclusion.  

M
Indigenous children. Many Indigenous activists and scholars draw 

Demands for Action

9.1 -

that had been cut in 2019 

to a single envelope block 

Indigenous governments to 

levels.

9.2 care will have access 

up to at least age 25, provid-
ing assistance with education, 
training, income support, 
employment and system 
navigation.

system. According to Indigenous Services Canada, 
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W

I
the Canada Children’s Special Allowance Act. Children’s Special Allowances are payments made by the 

I
authorities would retain an additional $30 million. However, this change did not result in any increase in 

 by nearly 

A

M
Ahis increase 
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10. Invest in Equitable Public 
Transportation 

Manitoba must increase funding for 
subsidized WinnPass transit passes and 

 «ÆX´º  «  «ºX³ƆN­ªªÄ« ºÉ º³J«´°­³ºJ♫­«Ŷ

T³J«´°­³ºJ ­«  ´ X´´X« JӃ Z­³ zX «z JӃª­´º XÆX³Éº| «z ÇX
«XXT TJ ӃÉŸ

or other supplies, participating in social activities, and accessing 

The inability to travel when and where one needs without 

transportation.

A´ T­NÄªX«ºXT  « +³XX« 2 z|º +­ŷ .ª°³­Æ «z A³J«´°­³ºJ ­«
(²Ä ºÉŵ  «N³XJ´XT MÄ´ ZJ³X´ |JÆX |X z|ºX«XT º³J«´°­³ºJ ­«

 «X²Ä ºÉ  « F «« °XzŸ It is vital that a low-income bus pass 

provincial government spends several million dollars on transit 

programs in Winnipeg. This included 3,100 bus passes, 2,400 

low-income bus pass program will be best implemented with 

Demands for Action

10.1 As the province 
transitions to an 

increasing the WINNpass 

in communities outside 

public transportation devel-
opment in the province. 

10.2 to municipalities 

public transit. 

10.3 The province 

publicly-owned inter-provin-

and northern transportation. 
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Inter-community Transportation

S
network has shrunk considerably. And these small lines are precarious, with operators setting up and closing 

the province. 

Aand operated. Inter-city transportation should be a public good provided by the province—like urban 

transit, healthcare, and other social services.  Rural transportation service links people in rural and remote 

communities to educational and economic opportunities and helps them access medical services, social 

The provincial government has a duty to ensure all Manitobans can access essential medical care, 

costs through the Northern Patient Transportation Program. A publicly owned transportation service would 

and eliminating the need to subsidize the private sector to provide this service. 

A 

2SLGBTQQIA people living in remote or rural communities. This provincially owned company would provide 

A provincial-wide, publicly-owned transportation service would ensure the connectivity, consistency, 

Greyhound). 
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EÆX³É­«X ´|­ÄӃT MX JMӃX º­ Ӄ ÆX J ZÄӃӃ Ӄ ZX  « ´º³­«z N­ªªÄ«  X´Ÿ #Äº °­ÆX³ºÉ |Ä³º´ N­ªªÄ«  X´ŵ |Ä³º´
º|X ª­´º ÆÄӃ«X³JMӃX J«T ªJ¦X´ ´­ӃÆ «z ­º|X³ °³­MӃXª´ ª­³X T iNÄӃºŸ

poverty.

T|X ´ºJ¦X´ J³X º­­ | z| º­ ӃXº °­ÆX³ºÉ MX  z«­³XT MÉ ÉXº J«­º|X³ XӃXN ­« NJª°J z«Ÿ ?­ 5J¦X ;­ÆX³ºÉ
, ´º­³É 5J« º­MJ  ´ |X³X º­ ´| «X J Ӄ z|º ­« °­ÆX³ºÉŵ |­Ç  º z­º º| ´ MJT ƈ J«T Ç|Jº ÇX NJ« T­ º­

XӃ ª «JºX  ºŸ

spread the word about how we can make poverty history in Manitoba.

A­ ӃXJ³« ª­³X J«T zXº  «Æ­ӃÆXTŵ °ӃXJ´X Æ ´ º ÇÇÇŸ5J¦X;­ÆX³ºÉ, ´º­³É5#ŸN­ªŸ

Vote to end poverty.

www.makepovertyhistorymb.com

Smart policy choices can eliminate poverty in Manitoba.

Conclusion
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To learn more about our campaign activities, donate, or volunteer, please visit  

www.MakePovertyHistoryMB.com or email Chair@MakePovertyHistoryMB.com.

Thank You, Miigwetch, Merci, 
Maarsii, Ekosani, Pidamaya
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