LIVABLE BASIC BENEFIT

A benefit to lift all Manitobans out of poverty

The current EIA system is not working, and it’s a costly problem.
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The solution? Transform EIA into a Livable Basic Benefit.

This benefit, when combined with Rent Assist and federal financial benefits such as the Canada Child
Benefit, would raise the incomes of all households in Manitoba to at least Canada’s official poverty line.

The Livable Basic Benefit would he...

1. Livable - It would provide an income sufficient for a person’s basic needs, as defined by the Market Basket
Measure poverty line. EIA is currently at 40 percent of the poverty line for single individuals. Manitoba must
bring all incomes to 75 percent of the poverty line and work with the federal government to get to 100 percent.

2. Indexed to Inflation - This is critical to ensure that recipients do not lose purchasing power over
time. EIA is not indexed to inflation, and as a result its rates have not kept up with inflation. Since 2018
the real purchasing power of single individuals on EIA has declined by $1,040 per year, or about 10%.

3. Portable - Like Rent Assist, this would be a portable benefit, meaning that recipients would con-
tinue to be eligible for it as they transition out of EIA. In addition, it would be available to low-income
people who are not on EIA at all. This is critical to addressing poverty among the working population.

4. Income-tested - This benefit would decline in value by 30 percent as other income
sources rise. By tapering off benefits more gradually than EIA, it would empower those transi-
tioning into the workforce, resulting in more autonomy and dignity for recipients.

5. Unconditional - The LBB would be free of behavioural conditions related to work,
education, and job seeking. In other words, recipients will not be required to jump
through hoops to prove that they deserve the benefit.

Learn more and get involved at

www.makepovertyhistorymb.com/livablebasicbenefit



Help us build support

for the Livable Basic Benefit

Write a message of
support on our website.

WEe'll compile all the
messages to make a
powerful demonstration
that Manitobans want a
Livable Basic Benefit.

u Host a learning event.

WEe'll make a presentation
at your workplace,
community group, school,
or place of worship,
facilitate a conversation
and address questions.

ACTIONS YOU CAN TAKE:

Share our social media
posts.

Whether it’s on your
personal account or
organization account, this
plays a big role in getting
the word out.

Volunteer with the
Provincial Working Group.

We're always looking for
help running the campaign,
whether it’s brainstorming,
writing press releases and
op-eds, or planning events.

TAKE ACTION AT

Send a letter of support
on official letterhead.

When we can show that
businesses and
organizations are behind
us, it strengthens our
campaign.

Make a donation.

Donations help us with
the costs of hosting
events and spreading the
word about the campaign.
Make a credit card
donation on our website
or write us a cheque!

www.makepovertyhistorymb.com/livablebasicbenefit

Thursday Nov. 14
Doors 7:15 | Show 8:00
West End Cultural Centre

Tickets $25 online EI n
at tickets.wecc.ca

Low income and want a ticket?
Call the CCPA at 204-927-3200 E
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